filbert or more. They presented a dull, indolent red colour, and some had ulcerated. This was the fourth outbreak the patient had experienced over about ten years, the last occurring two years ago. She has the scar of a glandular abscess in the neck, and an unusually marked family history of phthisis in her brothers and sisters and former generations.
The exhibitor said such cases were always interesting, and he did not think it right to hold a positive opinion as to its nature without further researcb. He thought it probably a tuberculide, and in many respects approaching Bazin's erythema induratum, but the localization was not typical. As the patient was aged 42 he would much appreciate Dr. Whitfield's opinion, but it was probably not the type Dr. Whitfield had differentiated from erythema induratum. DISCUSSION, Dr . PRINGLE said that one of the isolated lesions at the upper part looked and felt like erythema induratum of the tuberculous form. The alternative diagnosis was syphilis, and he suggested the propriety of a Wassermann test.
Dr. WHITFIELD said he had never seen in young people the type of nontuberculous nodule which he had separated from erythema induratum, nor had he ever seen ulceration in the non-tuberculous form. In this case he recommended very cautious treatment with old tuberculin. He had had very good results with it. He got a physician to overhaul the condition of the patient's lungs, and began with ] n c.c., which was not enough to cause a reaction, but he doubled the dose each week until there was a constitutional disturbance.
Recently he had treated a case in this way, and of five nodules four had absorbed rapidly without ulceration, and the fifth had discharged through a pin-hole opening, afterwards rapidly healing. Sir MALCOLM MORRIS said that in the old days it was the second dose of the tuberculin which caused the reaction. Small doses of the new tuberculin did not cause a reaction. He doubted the wisdom of giving tuberculin in cases which were easily cured otherwise.
Acne Scrofulosorum in a Girl aged 12. By E. G. GRAHAM LITTLE, M.D. THE case, in which the lesions were very typical, closely resembled one shown by the exhibitor in 1902, also in a girl (A. D., aged 101). On comparison of this case now shown with the water-colour drawing also shown of this older case the resemblance was striking. The eruption had appeared a few weeks previously, and was confined to the lower limbs, not being.seen higher up than the nliddle of the thigh.
Below this level it was very copious, and consisted of small dark red, almnost bluish, deep-seated follicular papules, with a small pustule in the centre of many of them. There were no pitted scars as yet, the eruption not having lasted long enough to produce then. There was no family history of consumption, and the child's condition was apparently normal. There was no blueness of the extremities, which is almost always seen in these cases. She was, in fact, well nourished and of good colour.
In the exhibitor's experience acne scrofulosorunm was the rarest of the tuberculides. It was common in the East End, as a comparison of the cases seen at the Children's Hospital, Shadwell, and at St. Mary's Hospital showed. The duration of the eruption varied greatly-the exhibitor had watched a case continuously for eighteen months, during which the lesions had persistently appeared; now, commonly, the duration was much shorter. The distribution was markedly greater on the lower extremities, and in some instances, as in the present case, confined to these. They were more often seen in winter than in summer, and " chilblain circulation " was a frequent association.
A question having been raised as to the relationship of acne cachecticorum to the tuberculides, and particularly to acne scrofulosorum, Dr. WHITFIELD said that when he was in Vienna Kaposi used to apply the term "acne cachecticorum" to an ill-defined condition of the skin, usually occurring in old people, associated with general marasmus. The skin showed an indolent folliculitis, which suppurated as the result of trauma. He did not think that acne cachecticorum of the Vienna school was usuallv tuberculous in nature.
